THE GREATEST STORY EVER TOLD
1. “Developing the Story Line.”
Introduction

As you begin your eight week journey listening to or reading the whole New Testament, it is important that you realize that you cannot fully understand or appreciate the New Testament portion of God's Greatest Story without understanding what led up to it.  The New Testament is actually the climax, the true turning point of the story.  It is the fulfillment of the hopes and dreams, and promises developed in the Old Testament.

Let us step back for a few moments to get our bearings.  Our story begins at the beginning with the words:  "In the beginning, God…."  Immediately, we need to notice that the biblical story is not some theological discussion trying to prove the existence of God, nor is the Bible a book of rules by which to live.  It simply accepts God's existence and proceeds to explain His greatness and power by introducing us to the vastness, order, and design of His Creation.  The first two chapters centers on the creation of mankind, made in God's image, who are responsive to their Creator, and in perfect harmony with Him.  Man was made for fellowship with God.  The universe was specially designed for man's existence, but then, something tragic occurs.  By an act of willful defiance and disobedience, the man and woman disobey God and the consequences of that rebellious act begins to unfold.  Disharmony with God, with each other, with new feelings of guilt and bitterness, their very existence is poisoned.  Driven from a harmonious fellowship with God, the realities of death, pain, suffering and hopeless devastate the once-lavish paradise.
In the midst of the crisis, God offers hope!  Genesis 3:15 records the theme, the unfolding plot for the rest of the story.  Here God informs Satan that Someone will come:  The "seed of the woman," a "He" who will bruise Satan's head, issuing him a deathblow, while Satan will "bruise his heal," meaning this "SEED" will be severely hurt by Satan.  

With that promised hope established, the next sequence of the story line begins to unfold.  How will this "Seed" enter history?  What must He accomplish to undo Satan's damage?  How will people understand God's divine strategy through Him?  The answers to these questions begin to unfold in God's call of a man named Abraham.  Through him and his seed all the families of the earth would be blessed (Genesis 12:32).  God's method of bringing redemption and restoration into this world will come through Abraham's descendants - the Jews.  Their history, as recorded in the Old Testament, becomes the instrument through which a Holy God introduces to sinful people His solution to man's problem.

As you study the various Old Testament scriptures, try to see the steady, persistent unveiling of God's plan that was finally fulfilled in Jesus Christ (Gal 4:4).

Scripture Reading:  Various Old Testament Scripture
1. Would you say that the Old Testament is more like a stranger, or a close friend to you?
2. What is the value in knowing Old Testament history?  Psa 78:2-7; I Cor 10:11; Heb 10:1-7.
What We Should Know
1. What was God's purpose for establishing the Jews to be His people?  Gen 12:3; Isa 42:6, 7; Isa 43:10; Rom 9:3-5.
2. How does Abraham's lengthy wait for his promised son and Sarah's barren condition, provide an insightful fore taste of the coming Messiah?  Gal 4:4; Mt 1:25.
3. What warning and instructions did God give for Moses to follow in order to free
the enslaved Israelites?  Ex 1:4-5; 12:6-7; 12-13.
· How would the Passover celebration prepare God's people for what Christ later did on the cross?  Mt 26:16; 26 - 29; Rom 3:21-26.
4. How did Israel's history under King David cause the Israelites to look forward to a future Messiah King?  II Sam 7:18 - 16; Isa 11:1 - 3, 10; Luk 1:27; 32 -33.
5. What tragedy occurred in Jewish history that later God providentially used for the spread of the Gospel of Christ?  II Kgs 25:1 - 2, 8 - 10, 21; Act 14:1, 17:2, 18:4.
Who We Should Be
6. How do you see yourself fitting into the theme of God's Greatest Story?  I Pt 2:9 - 10
7. Why is it so important for you to be well acquainted with the scriptures?  Jn 8:31 - 32; II Tim 3:16 - 17; I Pt 2:2

8. In the Old Testament, God called Israel to be His witnesses (Isa 43:10).  What do you suppose Jesus meant by calling us, as His disciples, to be His witnesses?  Acts 1:8; Eph 5:1 - 2, 8 - 11, 15 - 20; I Pt 3:1 - 4.

9. If God's purpose for choosing Israel was to bring His Messiah into the world, what now is God's purpose for the church?  Mt 28:19 - 20; Acts 19:8; Eph 4:11 - 13.

What We Could Do
10. As you are reading through the New Testament, you will find references to Old Testament events. Take some extra time to look up their context and reflect on them in order to assist you to better comprehend what you are reading.
11. Having reflected on the detailed Old Testament purpose and plan to bring into history Christ, "the Seed of the Woman," how does it help you to validify Jesus’ statement in John 14:6?

12. What specifically are you willing to do to be a part of Christ's witness and to fulfill God's purpose?
